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NEWS RELEASE


CONTACT:

Missy S. Toms, 216.621.0082 or mtoms@cityclub.org
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
May 29, 2008
What’s the REAL DEAL about Masculinity
Hollywood Director and Contest Winner at The City Club of Cleveland
CLEVELAND, OH—Rawson Thurber, director of Dodgeball: A True Underdog Story and Mysteries of Pittsburgh, and Martin Luther King, Jr. High School student Earlaina Kemp, winner of the Scenarios USA 2007-08 What's The REAL DEAL About Masculinity contest, will talk about their collaboration on her film MANchild at 8:30 a.m. on Wednesday, June 4, 2008, at The City Club of Cleveland. 

Each year, Scenarios USA asks teens to write about the issues that shape their lives for the annual "What's the REAL DEAL?" The winning writers are partnered with some of Hollywood's finest filmmakers to transform their stories into award-winning short films. 

This year's topic challenged students to explore the issue of masculinity as it relates to gender, media, and social norms. Thurber, who will discuss both his work in Hollywood as a writer/director and his experience with Scenarios USA, is in Cleveland to direct Kemp's winning submission, entitled MANchild. The production will take place in and around her neighborhood and features local crew and student interns. 

MANchild will be the 17th short film added to the award-winning Scenarios USA library. The film will be premiered in New York City and in Cleveland before it reaches millions of students and adults on cable outlets (Showtime and BET), in high school classrooms, and in health, media, and educational settings.
This Special Program is in collaboration with Scenarios USA and the Planning Committee for the Collaborative for School Age Health.
Tickets for this City Club Special Program are $15 for members and $25 for non-members. Breakfast is included. Reservations are required at least 24 hours in advance of the event. They can be purchased by calling The City Club at 216.621.0082 or visiting the website at www.cityclub.org.

Established in 1912 to encourage new ideas and a free exchange of thought, The City Club of Cleveland is the oldest continuous free speech forum in the country, renowned for its tradition of debate and discussion. The City Club’s mission is to inform, educate and inspire citizens by presenting significant ideas and providing opportunities for dialogue in a collegial setting.
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